
by Lucy Allen 
Barre Historical Society

In Part 1 of this article, “A Tale of Two
Families,” I described how Prince Walker was
born enslaved in Barre, Massachusetts in
1774, the youngest member of a family that
included older brother Quock Walker, whose
pursuit of the personal freedom promised
him by his late enslaver, James Caldwell, and
Caldwell’s widow, Isabel, was instrumental in
freeing all enslaved people in Massachusetts
in 1783. The fate of the enslaved Walker
family was strongly influenced by the for-
tunes and misfortunes of their enslavers.
When James Caldwell died, and his widow
married Nathaniel Jennison, the Walker fami-
ly suffered setbacks. Quock had been prom-
ised freedom by the Caldwells, but Jennison
denied him that freedom. Quock’s suit for
personal freedom from Jennison resulted in
the 1783 Cushing decision. It was the final
judgment in the string of legal actions r esult-
ing from Quock Walker’s first plea. Chief
Justice Cushing found that the new
Massachusetts Constitution of 1780 was
inconsistent with slavery.

While most Massachusetts slaves enjoyed
emancipation in 1783 after the Cushing
decision, the boy named Prince did not. 
We can trace the paths of Prince’s older
 siblings to independence. They took the
 surname Walker, which Quock used during
the first 1781 legal action. Most married
and had families. Some became landown-
ers. Prince accomplished these things, too,
but only after spending an additional 12
years as a slave. 

Prince was only nine years old in 1783 and
was too young to successfully resist when
Jennison sold him to John Watson of East
Windsor, Connecticut. Perhaps Jennison
took Prince away furtively, because it seems
that the powerful men of Barre who protect-
ed the much older Quock from Jennison
would have tried to prevent Prince’s sale out
of state. In 1783, slavery was still legal for
children under the age of 21 in Connecticut.
Watson, the Connecticut enslaver, would be
able to profit from 12 years of work from
the nine-year-old boy before freeing him in

Connecticut—
or selling him
to another
enslaver in the
deep south
where escape
from enslave-
ment was very
difficult. The
second path
was obviously
the more
lucrative, and
the one that
evidence
shows Watson
attempted to
take.

John Watson (1744–1824) was a Yale gradu-
ate. A wealthy merchant and farmer of East
Windsor, Watson developed a farm consid-
ered the finest in Connecticut. His home
and his fields still exist 240 years after
Prince lived there. East Windsor is now part
of South Windsor. The old

We must hear and listen 
to all of Quabbin’s many
Voices. Voices of the Past,
as well as Voices of the
Present and of the Future.
Voices of the Trees, the
Sky, the Rain that falls,
and all the Wild Things;
Voices of the People who
depend on this valuable
resource for their daily
needs of clean water, and
Voices of those who draw
upon it for deeper needs 
of the Soul.

—Les Campbell
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The bronze artifacts at Quabbin Park
Cemetery have been preserved!
Conservator Gordon Ponsford* and his
team finished early Sunday morning,

the day of the Memorial
Day Services at
Quabbin Park
Cemetery. The weather
was a challenge for the
Ponsford team as their
work was interrupted
by rain on two occa-
sions. The bronze
 artifacts preserved at
Quabbin Park Cemetery
included the Enfield
Soldier Monument
bronze sculpture and
the four plaques (three
bronze and one brass).
The soldier’s rifle strap
that had been separat-
ed from the rifle (it was
previously soldered)
was repaired by braz-
ing. In addition, other
restored artifacts included the Dana Honor Roll, the WWI
Honor Roll of the four former towns of Dana, Enfield,

Greenwich, and Prescott
that is mounted on the
Quabbin Park Cemetery
administration building,
the Hosea Ballou plaque,
the James Madison Stone
plaque, and the plaque of

James H. Stone, Azubah
W. Stone, and Philena M.
Stone (parents and sibling
of James Madison Stone). 

James Madison Stone
(1841–1930) was born in
Dana and served in the
American Civil War as 
a Private in the 21st

Massachusetts Volunteer Regiment and wrote the book,
Personal Recollections of the Civil War available at the library 
of Congress and the Internet Archive (www.archive.org). 
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President’s 
Message
Summer 2025

Gene Theroux

Ponsford pointing to peeling patina
on the GAR Post 211 plaque

Dana Honor
Roll prior to
treatment

Dana Honor Roll after treatment

The Stone family plaque

James Madison Stone plaque on
back of Stone family plaque

Gordon Ponsford pointing to the
separated rifle shoulder strap



The Hosea Ballou bronze plaque
and boulder once stood on Dana
Common before being moved to
Quabbin Park Cemetery. Hosea
Ballou lived in Dana and had a
ministry in town in the mid-
1800s. Ballou was famous and
widely known and generally
credited with being the father of
Universalism in his latter days.
Ballou exerted a tremendous
effect on all who knew him; he

was respected and loved, so much so that the Woman’s Club
of Dana erected a monument in his honor on the Common,
now in Quabbin Park Cemetery. Hosea Ballou is interred at
Mount Auburn Cemetery.

Dana had been credited with fifteen residents being veterans
of the Revolutionary War, two veterans of the War of 1812,
ninety veterans of the American Civil War with eighteen of
them having died in service, and thirty residents credited 
with service in the Great War (WWI), two of whom had died in
service. 

It was important for the Friends of Quabbin to preserve these
cultural and historical artifacts for future generations. Visitors
to Quabbin Park Cemetery will recognize the sacrifices, 
military service, and the legacy of the four towns and of 
their residents.

*Conservator Gordon Ponsford had previously worked at Arlington
National Cemetery for twenty years. Gordon is a third-generation
conservator, who was able to gain an early appreciation of the
 historical beauty which art and antiques bring to our lives.
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Hosea Ballou (1771–1852)
Universalist Clergyman and
Theological Writer

Hosea Ballou monument
before restoration

The Friends of Quabbin paid twenty-two thousand dollars for the restoration of these bronze

artifacts at Quabbin Park Cemetery. Restoring the bronze artifacts is one of two significant

projects that the Friends of Quabbin could use help with donations to help defray the expense

so that other preservation and educational programs can be funded. The other ongoing effort is the

cleaning and restoring of stone monuments. Donations to the Friends of Quabbin are tax deductible.

WWI Honor Roll on Quabbin
Park Cemetery Administration
Building before treatment

WWI Honor Roll after treatment

Gordon Ponsford working to
highlight text and graphics
on Hosea Ballou monument

Chris Henry of Ponsford Inc.
removing patina
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main street of East Windsor runs parallel to the Connecticut
River and is called the East Windsor Hill Hist oric District.
Main Street was authorized by the Legislature in 1670 and
follows the course of the old Podunk Indian Trail. It led trav-
elers from Long Island Sound, along the east side of the
Connecticut River, to Springfield, Mass. and points beyond.
The grand 7,000 square foot mansion that John Watson
built in 1789, during the period in which he ensla ved
Prince, crowns the top of a rise. It is styled after a sea cap-
tain’s home but stands 50 miles from the ocean. When I
visited on January 16, 2025, despite its adv anced years, 
the mansion at 1876 Main Street still made the bold state-
ment that its creator intended. 

In Prince’s era, a
tavern run by Aaron
Bissell stood across
the street from John
Watson’s mansion.
Demolished before
1905, its place is
now marked by an
historical marker
that informed me
that just north of
the tavern stood a
barn where stage-
coaches stopped
enroute between
New York and
Boston. Just south
of the tavern site is
the oldest continu-
ally operating post
office in this coun-
try. A photograph
taken circa 1880–1901, which is in the possession of Wood
Memorial Library & Museum, shows the old post office,
 tavern, and barn standing cheek by jowl. They were directly

across from John Watson’s house during Prince’s life there.
At the corner where the tavern once stood, Ferry Lane led
me down to the site of Bissell’s Ferry, which operated from
1641 to 1917. The flat fields extending between the ferry
landing and John Watson’s house probably were once part of
his prosperous farm. John Watson’s commercial store was
here, near the ferry. According to the “Historic District
Handbook” (South Windsor, 2008), shipbuilding took place
just north of the ferry landing, where the Scantic River flows
into the much larger Connecticut. John Watson owned shares
in these  vessels. According to the Handbook, page 1:

“From the beginning, South Windsor has based its economy
on agriculture; it produced the wealth to build some of the
elaborate houses that remain today…Fueling the success of
local farmers was the shipyard established at the mouth of 
the Scantic River, allowing trade to broaden to New York,
Delaware, the Carolinas and to more exotic ports in the West
Indies. Local merchants Day, Bissell, Watson (emphasis
added) and Grant, among others, held shares in ships that
slipped from the cradles into the Connecticut River….[the
ships] left with flax, tobacco, and horses bartered by these
merchants from local farmers. They returned with rum,
molasses, sugar and fashionable European commodities to 
sell in their local shops.”

Prince might have worked at the Watson store near the
river, or in the fields. It is more likely, however, that Prince
served the household in the mansion on Main Str eet. The
1790 United States Census of East Windsor shows that
John Watson had one slave in his large household of 11 (he
had eight children). That enslaved person was probably
Prince. A review of the “Heads of Families at the First
Census of the United States Taken in the Year 1790:
Connecticut” for East Windsor enumerates only eight slaves
and one free “Negro” family of three persons. From this I
conclude that most of the work done for John Watson was
accomplished by free white laborers, and that Prince had a
special role in the household. Prince would have been
exposed to discussions of independence and the future of
our new nation, because John Watson in 1788 was a mem-
ber of the State Convention that ratified the United States
Constitution. Information on John Watson comes from the
biographical database on Yale graduates, which also
described Watson as being “tall and refined in appearance,
and though not a religious man was known as a scrupu-
lously just one.” (AmericanAncestors.org: Colonial
Collegians, 1642–1774.)

Prince Walker continued from page 1

John Walker’s house in the current South Windsor, CT
(then East Windsor) —Photo by Lucy Allen, January 16, 2025 

Tavern and stable across from John Watson’s house. Friends
of Wood Memorial Library and Museum, South Windsor, CT

Bissell Ferry Historic Marker across
the street from John Watson’s House
—Photo by Lucy Allen



Betty O. Bousquet
1933–2025
Betty O. Bousquet, 91, passed away
peacefully on Monday evening, April 14,
2025. She was born on August 18,
1933, in Ware, to the late Oke Oberg
and Jenny (Dziok) Oberg. A nearly life-
long resident of Ware, she worked as 

a dispatcher for New England Telephone before becoming a
homemaker and loving mother. She was a long-time member
of the congregation of the United Church of Ware.

A birder and serious photographer since the late 1950s,
Betty’s specialty was nature and landscape photography. 

She and her husband, Bob, traveled extensively in the western
United States photographing wildlife and scenic landscapes in
many of our national parks and wildlife r efuges; they regularly
presented slide shows and exhibited prints featuring these
travels. In recent years, she was active in the Massachusetts
Camera Naturalists, the Quabbin Photo Group and the Friends
of Quabbin. Previously, she was active with and a past officer
of the Ware Camera Club and the New England Camera Club
Council. She earned three stars from the Photographic Society
of America (PSA), a worldwide organization for serious
 amateur and professional photographers. 

Betty was predeceased by her husband of nearly 52 years, 
E. Robert Bousquet, who was a member and director of the
Friends of Quabbin.
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If only we could ask Prince if he agreed that his enslaver
was a scrupulously just person! According to Prince’s daugh-
ter, Nancy Walker (1821–1916), in an interview in the
“Worcester Daily Telegram” on January 4, 1915, when she
was 94 years old, her father overheard a conversation short-
ly before his 21st birthday that indicated that John Watson
planned to sell him into slavery in Georgia rather than give
him his freedom. Once in the deep South, Prince would
have little opportunity to escape to a “free” state. He had
counted the days, weeks, months, and years until he would
turn 21 and be a free man. Prince knew that his expecta-
tions would be dashed and that he needed t o act quickly.

On Monday, April 27, 1795, Prince, described as “a Negro
Boy” about 5½ feet high, with a scar in his right temple ,
broad shoulders, “spindle shanks” and a “very long foot,”
slipped away from the genteel comfort in which he lived and
headed for the rocky hillsides of Barre. He wore a new light-
colored homespun coat with large metal buttons. We know

this because John Watson advertised for his return in the
“Connecticut Courant” on May 3, 1795, offering a ten-dollar
reward. Watson complained of “sundry articles of clothing,”
money, and a fiddle, being missing. Calling Prince “nearly
20 years of age” was a tactic to give Watson more time to
retrieve Prince and sell him somewhere else.

How this youth, not yet 21 years of age and illiterate, found
his way to the hometown from which he had been taken 12
years previously is a story we may never learn. Prince lived
on the main street across from the tavern and stagecoach
stop so he was well-known and recognizable with his dark
skin. Stage drivers and those at the ferry landing would have
guessed immediately that he was running away if they saw
him carrying a pack. He told people in Barre that in his

escape, he swam across
the river and walked back
to this town. The river he
crossed was probably the
Scantic River that flowed
just north of the John
Watson house into the
Connecticut River. He
 probably avoided main
roads to elude pursuers.
The 53 miles or so from
East Windsor, Connecticut
to Barre, Massachusetts
would take about 20 hours
to walk. 

In Barre, Prince assumed the surname Walker as his mother
and siblings had done years previously. Five years after his
escape from slavery in Connecticut, Prince was listed as a
Head of Household in Barre, Massachusetts in the 1800
United States Census. Three years after that, he purchased
land, and on Christmas Day, 1805, he married Betsy Daws
of Rutland. Part 3 of this article will describe how Prince
Walker became a respected landowner in Barre and how he
left his mark on the Ware River Watershed.

John Watson reward advertisement for Prince Walker
published May 3, 1795 in the Connecticut Courant

Likely route of Prince’s return to
Barre, MA from East Windsor, CT;
53 miles, 20 hours on foot
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Memorial Day Services at
Quabbin Park Cemetery
by Paul Godfrey

For 2025, the special recognition of the upcoming 250th
anniversary of the Revolutionary War continued. In 2024, the
Friends of Quabbin brought the Daughters of the American
Revolution and the Sons of the American R evolution into the
ceremony. We also had a special memorial stone made
 commemorating
the Revolutionary
War dead that 
are interred at
Quabbin Park
Cemetery (QPC).
This year, we hired
a contractor to use
a very special tech-
nique to clean and
restore the bronze
plaques on monu-
ments around the
usual Memorial
Day ceremony
site: Enfield Civil
War Soldier monu-
ment and the 
four plaques on
the base of the
monument and
the other plaques
 contained herein,
Honor Roll on QPC
Administration
Building, the Dana
Honor Roll, the Hosea Ballou plaque, and the James Madison
Stone plaque. The scheduling of this to be in time for the
Memorial Day ceremony was a delicate dance that only

 finished on the morning of the ceremony. There is more on
this in the President’s Message. Cleaning of other stones
throughout the cemetery has restarted with the spring weather.

The weather was
not too anything;
some may remem-
ber past cere-
monies in the sear-
ing heat or in the
pouring rain. The
ceremony started
as always with the
parade of banners,
that is after the
attendees had a
chance to try the
refreshments pro-
vided by the

Friends arrayed at the QPC Administration Building and renew
friendships. The parade was led by the SAR Colonel Henry
Knox Regimental Honor Guard, followed by the L.S. Tifft Camp
15, Belchertown Veterans Council, Ware MAVETS, Marine Corps

League
Detachment,
NSDAR Betty
Allen and
Duxbury
Chapters,
Quabbin
Regional
High School
NJROTC
Cadets,Ware
Scouts BSA
Troop 7281,
Historical
Societies,

former residents and descendants, Buglers and Drummers and
the region’s State Representatives and Senators. 

Charly Roque, Veterans Council of Belchertown introduces Dan Clark, DCR Regional Director Quabbin/Ware Region

Friends of Quabbin banner carried by
Barb Mccumber (l) and Wendy Rogers (r)

Belchertown Community Band Drummer preced-
ing (left to right) Senator Jo Comerford, Rep. Aaron
Saunders, Senator Peter Durant, Rep. Todd Smola

Orange and Palmer Historical Society
 banners

SAR Colonel Henry Knox Regimental 
Honor Guard
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The first part of the ceremony
was dedicated to Retired Air
Force Major Keith Poulin who
has presided over the ceremony
for many years but retired this
year, passing the baton to
Charly Roque (nee Oliva) who
has assisted Keith in the past.

The Invocation was given by
Steve Hutt, Ware Amvets; the
Pledge of Allegiance was led by

a member of the Ware Boy Scouts. To accommodate the busy
schedules of the political representatives, their speeches were
next in order, rather than last. Even with that, Rep. Jake
Oliviera had to leave earlier. After Nathaniel Knight’s reading 
of the Gettysburg Address and General John Logans General
Order No. 11, family representatives laid wreaths at the memo-
rials for the drowned towns whose bronze plaques were

recently restored to
their full glory. Daren
Traub placed the Dana
Wreath; Helen Towne,
nearly 100 years old
placed the Enfield
wreath with the help of
her family, Wayne
Thresher placed the
Greenwich wreath,
Deborah Smith placed
the Prescott wreath,
the Griswold family
placed a wreath at the
Eleanor Schmidt bench and Ray Ellsworth placed a wreath at
the Revolutionary War Patriots memorial.

The Belchertown Community Band played Taps and a Salute to
America’s finest, the themes of the armed f orces followed by a
reading of the poem, “In Flanders Field” by Keith Poulin. Keith
Poulin also gave the Benediction and Charly Roque closed the
ceremony.

Keith Poulin, center left, receiving official awards from the
Massachusetts Legislature

Audience for the 2025 Memorial Day Ceremony

Placing of the wreath at the
Revolutionary War Patriots memorial

Keystone Bridge Update
by Paul Godfrey

One day soon, I hope to start an update on Keystone Bridge
with the word “Success!” but that day is still ahead of us. The
spring has been trying with enormous swings of hope and
despair. The condition of the bridge is not much w orse than
last year, but there is some continued deterioration of the
southeast spandrel (ramp up to the bridge), enough deteriora-
tion to indicate that time is short.  

First the good news: all permits have been acquired for reha-
bilitation to proceed.Now the bad news: the excavator chosen
by our consultant, Michael Weitzner, has been delaying and
finally chose to back out completely. That seemed to be the
nadir; it looked hopeless. But then some good news. Weitzner
is resolved to see this project through.He looked for an exca-
vator.But so did I and it seems I ma y have found one in
Brookfield.We have shared the details of the project and our

support system with him to allay his very reasonable fears
about not having freestone masonry experience.Barely any-
one has this kind of experience; what we wanted was some-
one who could work closely with our expert who does. This
seemed to make the excavator much more comfortable.So,
we are now talking about a date for a site visit where we can
all meet and discuss various aspects of the rehabilitation proj-
ect in detail.If all goes well, the project should be done by the
end of September.

We have received sufficient donations toward the estimated
$60,000 cost with $1,100 more since the last newsletter. That
cost was an earlier estimate (2024) and we don’t know how
things have changed given the past year’s developments. We
are awaiting completion of the rehabilitation before planning
for signage to explain the history of the Bridge and to give
credit to the many donors. We also want to consider alternate
ways to cross the Middle Branch of the Swift River at this
point. We will need additional donations for these final parts.
All donations are tax deductible.
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Quaboag 8th Grade Students
Visit the Quabbin Reservoir*
by Joe Salvadore, Social Studies Teacher 
8th Grade Team Leader
Quaboag Regional High School, Warren, MA 

Quaboag 8th Grade Teachers coordinated and led an 8th
grade class field trip to visit the Quabbin Reservoir Park as a
capstone event of their study of the history of the Quabbin
Reservoir. In Mr. Joe Salvadore’s Civics class, students labelled
maps of the four lost towns and
learned about the history of the
creation of the Quabbin. Mrs.
Maria Beiter-Tucker, Interpretive
Services Supervisor, DCR, came
out to Quaboag to talk and pres-
ent a slideshow on the Quabbin
to all 8th grade students in their
Civics class. Students also had to
view documents about the
Quabbin and use them as evi-
dence to respond to the writing
prompt, “Was the creation of the
Quabbin justified?” Civic themes
of the 5th Amendment, Due
Process, Eminent Domain, and
Common Good were incorporated
into their essays. In Mr. Nick
Barrett’s English classes, 8th
grade students read letters writ-
ten by past residents of the four
lost towns to see the emotional
cost of the construction of the
Quabbin. Students also used the

letters to explore
figurative language,
tone and emotion
in writing. 

The actual field trip
to visit the Quabbin
was made possible
by a generous
donation of the
Friends Quabbin 
to pay for most of
the busing costs
involved with this
trip. At the Quabbin
the class was
 divided into three
groups that rotat-
ed hourly through
each station. One

stop was the Les and Terry Campbell Visitor’s Center where
the group saw a brief video and conducted a sca venger hunt
for information about the Quabbin from the displays in the
center. Another station was to walk Webster Road to see the
ruins of an old foundation and then walk through Hank’s
Meadows to the edge ofthe Reservoir.Another station was the
Quabbin Park Visitor’s Center Loop Trail down to the Swift
River and up to and across the Winsor Dam. The entire class
then went to the Quabbin Tower for a picnic lunch and a class
picture below the Quabbin Tower. The weather was cloudy and
cool, perfect conditions for lots of walking. Wildlife sightings
included turkeys, a loon, and a black bear on Webster Road.
Students returned to the school tired but all said they really
enjoyed the trip visiting and learning about the Quabbin with
their friends. 

*Students were asked and had no objections to their pictures
appearing in this publication.

Quaboag Regional
students on Winsor Dam

Quaboag Regional students on Loop Trail. Teacher Joe Salvadore is 2nd from left.
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Quaboag Regional students at Quabbin shore

All Quaboag Regional Students on field trip at Quabbin Tower

If you would like to donate to the Friends of
Quabbin  program  providing for bus trips to
Quabbin in  cooperation with the DCR
Interpretive Services staff, send a check made
out to Friends of Quabbin to 485 Ware Road,
Belchertown, MA 01007.
All donations are tax deductible.

The Friends of Quabbin, Inc. has been supportive of An Act
Relative to the Quabbin Watershed and Regional Equity since its
introduction and still is. At our 2024 annual meeting, we invited
Rep. Aaron Saunders to speak about it. And this year, in the few
weeks leading up to public testimony on the bill at the
Statehouse on June 3, communities, including the Friends of the
Quabbin, and others were invited to submit their comments.

The individual towns have their specific concerns about the
relationship between the Massachusetts Water Resource
Authority’s (MWRA) management of the Quabbin water sup-
ply, specifically with PILOT (payment in lieu of taxes) pay-
ments, and the needs of their communities in w estern
Massachusetts. However, the Friends of the Quabbin’s con-
cerns are different and are focused on a broader set of issues.
Essential to understanding our point of view is our goal of cre-
ating a better understanding of the history of Quabbin, before
and after the reservoir, and the protection of the current envi-
ronment for all residents of the Commonwealth and others. 

Sections 1 and 3 of the Act (see page 8 of the spring ne wslet-
ter) are particularly important to us because they require that
we understand that water quantity and quality are not simply a
matter of keeping people out of the watershed but rather to

help people understand their role in maintaining an environ-
ment that produces clean water. That viewpoint is a departure
from that old and outdated approach to reservoir management
of simply putting a fence around the watershed, typical of the
eastern U.S. In that regard, the MWRA is relatively unique in its
approach to reservoir management at the Quabbin Reservoir
and represents the glimmerings of understanding that a knowl-
edgeable public is the most important means of protecting
water. The people in the communities surrounding Quabbin
have probably understood their role in this better than most.
However, they see MWRA’s attitude as regressive in its focus on
selling water and to not focusing more attention and support
on motivating and educating the water-generating and water-
using communities, i.e. the communities and the Department
of Conservation and Recreation, to create and preserve the
essential nature of that water supply—water purity and quantity.

It is also important to note that the past few years have seen a
series of significant periods of drought across the state and
more specifically in Western Massachusetts. Since 2016, there
have been drought declarations almost every year, most recent-
ly in 2024 when a Significant Drought was declared. From April
2024 to March 2025, the Quabbin went from over 100%
capacity to 84% in only 11 months. This

An Act Relative to the Quabbin Watershed and Regional Equity
Sponsored by Massachusetts Senator Joanne Comerford and Representative Aaron Saunders

continued next page 
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Quabbin Park Tower
by Maria Beiter-Tucker, CDR Interpretive Services

From its location
perched high
atop Great
Quabbin Hill, the
Quabbin Lookout
Tower has been a
favorite of visitors
to the area since
it was first
opened to the
public in 1946.
Designed as a multi-purpose structure, the Tower is familiar to
most visitors as the site of spectacular views of the Reservoir
and surrounding region. Sitting at an elevation of 1,033 feet
above sea level at its base and rising an additional 84 feet in
height it is nearly 600 feet higher than the r eservoir surface. 

From the top of the Tower, the observation deck provides a
commanding view of the central and western Massachusetts
region. Scanning the horizon, it is possible to pick out Mt.
Wachusett to the northeast, Mt. Monadnock (NH) to the north,
Mt. Greylock to the northwest and the skylines of Springfield
and Hartford, CT to the south. Closer by, familiar landmarks
such as the Mt. Holyoke and Mt. Tom ranges, Belchertown
Center, Holyoke, Ragged Mountain, the Prescott Peninsula,
Gate 8 boat launch area and some of Quabbin’s 60 islands are
visible. Mt. Greylock, the highest point in Massachusetts at
3,491 feet above sea level, is also the greatest sight distance
from the Tower at 62 miles. 

Unfortunately, access to
the Tower has been off
limits since the fall of
2019. Usually reopened
in the Spring, DCR-
DWSP was unable to
reopen the Tower in
April of 2020 due to the
COVID-19 situation.
While it was closed to
the public, it was deter-
mined that this was an
opportunity to do need-
ed maintenance and
hazardous materials
abatement on the build-
ing. Over the next two
years, funds were even-

tually allocated to remove glaze containing asbestos, install
new glazing and replace damaged windows. Lead paint was
removed from interior ceilings and concrete encased beams.
Interior areas were painted and waterproofed and exterior
masonry was power-washed. As this work was under way,
much more serious structural problems were discovered, and
the decision was made to continue to keep the Tower closed.
In 2022, a structural survey was completed that identified
 significant deficiencies in the structural integrity of the Tower
and laid out three phases of repair with an estimated cost for
each phase. Although the long-term goal is to reopen Quabbin
Tower to the public, as of 2025 no more funding has become
available to begin the process of repairing and reopening it
and until the necessary repairs are made the Tower will have
to remain closed to the public.  

Quabbin Park Tower under construction

Quabbin Park Tower

was a significant loss of water during the very time that the
reservoir should be recharged by rain and snow; that recharge
did not happen as in past years, probably as a consequence of
 climate change.

However, during this same period, we cannot find any record
of water restrictions being imposed in metropolitan Boston.
While we in Western Massachusetts were under drought condi-
tions and water restrictions, the Metropolitan Boston commu-
nities that receive their water from Western Massachusetts
were not under similar restrictions. We feel that this is one
demonstration among many of a lack of sensitivity to the 
very communities in the Quabbin watershed that provide this
water. A drought in Western Massachusetts is also a drought
for the MWRA communites.

In reviewing planned testimony offered at the hearing on 
June 3, there was a strong emphasis on increasing the PILOT
payments. Perhaps, what might be missed in considering indi-
vidual town comments is that this bill would also make great

strides in creating a much greater united community of water
users in the Connecticut Valley, and the larger water communi-
ty with shared interests in water quantity and water quality,
that will benefit not only the watershed towns but the whole
state in the water issue.

The Act Relative to the Quabbin Watershed and Regional
Equity, in our opinion, makes critical strides toward facilitating
a better spirit of understanding of the role of the communities
and supporting organizations in helping to provide water to
the eastern part of the state, and this understanding comes not
merely from money exchange or some water supply but
improving the state-wide appreciation for what has been given
and continues to be given and the role of those communities
in future decision-making involving their part of the Quabbin
watershed. And this act also recognizes the key role of other
organizations in improving the understanding of the connec-
tion between watershed and water quality/quantity for the
users (i.e. metropolitan Boston), most of whom barely know
where their water comes from, much less the sacrifices made
to ensure that it keeps coming and remains some of the best
water in the country. —Paul Godfrey, Editor

Watershed and Regional Equity
Continued from page 9
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Tuesday Tea
August is the month when the Tuesday Tea has its Annual
Picnic, therefore the August meeting of Tuesday Tea will take
place on Tuesday, August 5th, 2025 from 1:00–3:00 at Hank’s
Meadow in Quabbin Park. Bring your favorite picnic lunch. In
case of rain the meeting will be held as usual in the DCR L es
and Terry Campbell Quabbin Visitor Center.

Pioneer Valley Photographic Artists
www.pvphotoartists.org
Check website for events

Quabbin Photo Group
Check Facebook

Les & Terry Campbell Quabbin 
Visitor Center

Saturday, September 20, 2025 11 a.m.–1 p.m. 
Exploring the Ware River Watershed 
A group hike near Rutland State Park, 4.4 miles. Moderate 

Ware River Watershed, Mass Central Rail Trail (MCRT)/Mid State
Trail Parking Area, Route 122 
Rutland, MA 01543 

Join us for a 4.4-mile lollipop loop hike in the Ware River
Watershed. The route climbs/descends roughly 200 ft. in
 elevation.We will all meet at the MCRT parking area located on
Route 122 in the town of Rutland. The hike begins/ends on the
MCRT with a loop in the middle consisting of Camel’ s Hump,
Long Meadow Road, and Prison Camp Road. 
Visit the following website for additional information on the
route: https://www.trailforks.com/route/4-mi-inner-loop-near-
rutland-state-park/ 

Please dress appropriately for the weather and bring water 
and snacks.  

For registration information please visit the Quabbin Reservoir
Upcoming Events Webpage. 
https://www.mass.gov/locations/quabbin-resers?_page=1

Swift River Valley Historical Society

JULY 

Sunday, July 13th—PROJECT MISHOON with David S.
Robinson, Director, MA Board of Underwater Archaeological
Resources and Cheryl Stedtler, Director, Project Mishoon,
Hassnamisco Nipmuc Band will be held in the Pr escott Church
on the grounds of SRVHS at 1:00 p.m. Free Admission.

Sunday, July 20th DANA REUNION – Dana Common Gate 40
opens at 10:30 a.m. Event concludes at 3:00 p.m. Free
Admission.

Sunday, July 27th DANA VESPERS will be held in the Pr escott
Church on the grounds of SRVHS at 2:00 p.m. Cake and
lemonade served after the concert. Free Admission.

Sunday, August 10th—THE RABBIT RAILROAD, LIFEBLOOD of
the SWIFT RIVER VALLEY and a JOURNEY through the LOST
TOWNS in MINIATURE with Ken Levine will be held in the
Prescott Church on the grounds of SRVHS at 1:00 p.m. 
Free Admission.

Sunday, August 17th—GONE A WHALIN’:WESTERN MASS
CREWS ON WHALERS with Dennis Picard will be held in the
Prescott Church on the grounds of SRVHS at 1:00 p.m. 
Free Admission.

Sunday, August 24th—EAGLES, LOONS, and BEARS, oh My!
presented by Quabbin Visitor Center, Visitor Services
Supervisor, Brittany Gun tor. This program will be held in the
Prescott Church on the grounds of SRVHS at 1:00 p.m. 
Free Admission.

SEPTEMBER

Saturday, September 6th—ANNUAL FRIENDS MEETING will 
be held in the Prescott Church on the grounds of SRVHS at
2:00 p.m.

Saturday, September 13th—Visit SRVHS’s booth at NEW
SALEM OLD HOME DAY from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on the
Common in New Salem Center.

Sunday, September 14th—BIRDS OF PREY with Tom Ricardi
on the grounds of SRVHS at 1:00 p.m. Rain or shine. 
Free Admission.

Sunday, September 21st—HIKE to DOUBLEDAY VILLAGE in
DANA. Meet at the Petersham Common for caravan to Gate 39.
Hike departs at 11:00 a.m. All hikers must enter and leave
together due to DCR restrictions

OCTOBER

Sunday, October 19th—FALL HIKE of the NORTH PRESCOTT
LOOP to include NORTH PRESCOTT and ATKINSON HOLLOW.
Meet at Gate 20. Hike departs at 11:00 a.m. All hikers must
enter and leave together due to DCR restrictions. This hike 
is limited to 25 guests. You must pre-register by email to 
dotfryesrvhs@gmail.com or telephone 978-544-6882.

Meetings & Events



Call for Member Submissions
This is your newsletter. We invite members to
submit stories, articles, or reminiscences about
the human or natural history of the Swift River
Valley and Quabbin Reservoir.

Please send e-mail to Paul Godfrey at 
godfrey@umass.edu, or mail items to: 
The Friends of Quabbin 
485 Ware Road, Belchertown, MA 01007

12 | The Friends of Quabbin Newsletter | Summer 2025

Friends of Quabbin, Inc.
Quabbin Reservation Administration Building
485 Ware Road, Belchertown, MA 01007

413-323-7221
www.foquabbin.org

The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter
do not necessarily reflect the views of Friends of
Quabbin, Inc.

Editor: Paul Godfrey
Regular Contributors: 

Maria Beiter-Tucker, Visitor Center Manager
Gene Theroux, Friends of Quabbin President

Design and Production: Eileen Klockars
Illustrations: Southwoods, Inc. and Russ Buzzell

QuabbinVoices

Quabbin Voices 
is the periodic
newsletter 
of the Friends 
of Quabbin, Inc.

Friends of Quabbin 2025 
Officers and Board of Directors
Gene H. Theroux 
President and Clerk
20 Bugbee Road
Southwick, MA 01077
413-627-3475

Mark Lindhult
Vice President
Belchertown, MA 01007

Paul Godfrey 
Treasurer
47 Harkness Road
Pelham, MA 01002
413-253-5686
godfrey@umass.edu

J.R. Greene 
Chairman
Athol, MA 01331

Directors

Ed Comeau
Belchertown, MA 01007

Anne Ely 
South Hadley, MA 01075
www.anneelyphotos.com

Ann Hurlburt
Chicopee, MA 01021

Kevin Kopchynski
Monson, MA 01057

Rob Lewis
Belchertown, MA 01007

Joseph Prior
Monson, MA 01057

Two positions on the
Board are vacant.
Anyone interested
should contact the
President or Treasurer.

In light of recent violence toward civil servants and volunteers, the Board felt it necessary to not reveal
 contact information unnecessarily. Any Board member may be contacted by writing to that person and
addressing the letter to them at Friends of Quabbin, 485 Ware Road, Belchertown, MA 01007. Letters
will be forwarded. Similarly, you may call or email the President or Treasurer to get connected to the
Board member.


