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We must hear and listen
to all of Quabbin’s many
Voices. Voices of the Past,
as well as Voices of the
Present and of the Future.
Voices of the Trees, the
SRy, the Rain that falls,
and all the Wild Things;
Voices of the People who
depend on this valuable
resource for their daily
needs of clean water, and
Voices of those who draw
upon it for deeper needs
of the Soul.

—Les Campbell
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Nineteenth Century Maple Sugaring
in the Quabbin Towns

by Robert Howe and Paul Barten

pring is coming and that means
Smaple sugar season here in New

England. Some parts of our region
have long been known for their sugar
shacks and sap buckets (now plastic
tubing) hanging from maple trees along
the road. Was the Swift River Valley one
of those places in the 1800s? If you
walk along the old roads in the
Quabbin watershed, you will see many
large sugar maples, especially near the
sites of former homesteads. Did the
owners of these homesteads make
maple syrup and sugar? In most cases
the answer was yes, for several reasons.
First and foremost, if you wanted sugar
for cooking and baking you needed to
make it with family, friends and neigh-
bors. It also was a quiet time of the
farm year, and, after a long, snowy
winter, a social activity enjoyed by all
generations.

In the 1800s, granulated cane sugar
was very expensive because of high
shipping costs. It is noteworthy that

maple sugar production in the United
States peaked around 1860 during
the Civil War era. This represented
Northerners’ principled refusal to import “slave sugar” from the blockaded Confederate States or
the Caribbean. After the Civil War, cane sugar was less expensive than maple sugar and readily
available. Other social and economic changes probably contributed to the decline in maple pro-
duction as well. The horrific losses during the Civil War, rapid industrialization of the Northeast,
and westward migration had combined to fundamentally change rural communities and the
landscape of southern New England (visit the Fisher Museum at Harvard Forest).

Buckets on Sugar Maples by Nancy Howe

Unlike today, in the 1800s, most maple syrup (referred to as “maple molasses” at the time) was
further processed into maple sugar blocks (Table 1). Maple sugar was made by filtering the hot

syrup through wool felt to remove niter (the suspended minerals often called “sugar sand”) and
debris (e.g., fly ash, windblown seeds, etc.), then cooking the syrup further until it (continued p.4)
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President’s
Message

Spring 2026

by Gene Theroux
with Robert Howe

Gene Theroux

I'm sure most of us are eager for spring to arrive and for
sunny and warm weather. 2026 should be an exciting time
with the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence
arriving on July 4th. There have been a lot of exciting events
across the Commonwealth of Massachusetts leading up to

this historic 250th milestone. Earlier this year, there were
numerous events commemorating the Henry Knox Noble
Train of Artillery (also known as the Knox Expedition) led by
Continental Army Colonel Henry Knox to transport heavy
weaponry that had been captured at Fort Ticonderoga to the
Continental Army camps outside Boston during the winter of
1775-1776. The Revolution250 website contains information
about these once-in-a-lifetime events with the last event being
held on March 17, 2026, in South Boston — Evacuation Day
held in Dorchester Heights which commemorates evacuation
of British forces from Boston in 1776, making a significant vic-
tory for the American Revolutionary War. The day is celebrated
annually with ceremonies at Dorchester Heights Monument in
South Boston.

The route of the Knox Expedition from Fort Ticonderoga, NY to
Boston, MA in the winter of 1775-76. Revolutionary War map
courtesy of American Battlefield Trust * 250

During the 2025 Memorial Day Services at Quabbin Park

Cemetery, a Revolutionary War monument was unveiled that
listed forty-three Patriots of the American Revolution interred
at Quabbin Park Cemetery. These Patriots were from the for-
mer towns or were settlers who received land grants into the

Valley from their service in the Revolutionary War. The back of
the monument credits those who contributed financially and
logistically for the monument’s creation and placement.

Revolutionary War Memorial at Quabbin Park Cemetery,
installed 2025

Some of these Patriots from the Valley included Rev. Joshua
Crosby, American Revolutionary War veteran who served as
a Private in Captain Ebenezer Newell’s Company, Colonel
Danforth Keye’s Regiment having enlisted 10 July 1777 for
six months. He enlisted again into the Continental Army

on 11 November 1777 as a Chaplain (DAR Ancestor Number
A028091 and SAR Patriot Number P-141489). He also served
as a Chaplain in the War of 1812 in Captain J. Carew’s
Company, Lieutenant Colonel Enos Foot’s Regiment that was
assembled in Springfield and served in Boston from September
10, 1814, to November 7, 1814. Joshua Crosby was active in
the founding of Amherst College, served on the Amherst
College Board of Trustees from 1821-1838 and served as
acting president after the death of its first president.

Joshua Crosby was the first settled minister of the Enfield
Congregational Church, served from 1789-1838.

Crosby’s home in Enfield was last owned by Szymon and
Rosie Ferenz. They sold the property, a cape-style house, to
the Metropolitan District Water Supply Commission “MDWSC”.
In 1939, Mr. and Mrs. Stanley King purchased the home and
moved it to Lincoln Street in Amherst. Currently, the property
is owned by Amherst College trustees. Perhaps it is a fitting
final tribute to Joshua Crosby that his home should be owned
by Amherst College.

David Newcomb relocated from Oxford, Massachusetts and
settled in Greenwich’s South Parish (later to become Enfield)
in 1773. His service during the American Revolution was
definedas Patriotic/Civil Service (DAR #A082656 & SAR Patriot
#P-255619), that is, he was on a committee to provide for
soldiers’ families during the Revolutionary War and he was a
surveyor of shingles and clapboards. David Newcomb began
building the Enfield Congregational Church in 1786. The build-
ing was completed and accepted in 1787, the first church in
the town. The lot that the Congregational Church built upon
was given by Revolutionary War veteran Captain Joseph
Hooker, grandfather of Union Civil War Major General Joseph



The Friends of Quabbin Newsletter | Spring 2026 | 3

Hooker whose
statue sits outside
the Massachusetts
statehouse. David
Newcomb built a
house in the
South Parish
which at the time
of the reservoir
project was sold
by John Bloom to
the MDWSC.

Major General Joseph Hooker statue with
Massachusetts State House in background

Captain Howard’s Company, Colonel Smith’s Regiment (SAR
Patriot Number P-152574). He was honorably discharged

on 23 December 1783 from Major General Henry Knox’s
American Forces on the Hudson River. Giles Rider settled in
Greenwich’s South Parish (prior to Enfield being incorporated)
after the Revolutionary War and he died in Enfield on 31
December 1853. Giles Rider and his wife Hannah Simmons
Rider had one daughter, Sally Maria Rider born in 1805 in
the South Parish. Sally Rider married Seth Parker of Brookfield
on 17 October 1829 in Enfield. Seth Parker was the son of
Revolutionary War veteran Jesse Parker (DAR #737394 and
SAR Patriot #P-265327).

Revolutionary War Patriots

Joshua Crosby, Giles Rider,
Captain Joseph Hooker, and
Patriotic Civil Servant David
Newcomb are listed on the
Revolutionary War Monument
at Quabbin Park Cemetery.
It’s important to note that
most of the names on the
Revolutionary War monument
at QPC have DAR and/or SAR
numbers which means that

Former Rev. Joshua Crosby house located in Enfield and in Amherst

descendants of these Patriots
became members of the

Daughters of the American
Revolution or of the Sons of
the American Revolution. To
learn more of the DAR, visit
DAR.org or of the SAR, visit
SAR.org. Friends of Quabbin
members Robert “Bob” Howe
and Gene Theroux are mem-
bers of the Pomeroy Chapter
of the Sons of the American
Revolution. Bob’s ancestor is
David Newcomb and Gene’s
Patriot ancestors are Giles
Rider and Jesse Parker which

Saltbox home built by David Newcomb

Another former resident of the valley was Giles Rider, a
Revolutionary War veteran who was born in Middleborough,
Massachusetts on 8 January 1766. He enlisted for three years
in the Continental Army on 2 December 1780, with the rank
of Private and served in the 6th Massachusetts Regiment in

provided Bob’s and Gene’s
eligibility to become members
of the SAR.

The 2026 Memorial Day Services will be held on Sunday,
May 24, 2026. The Pomeroy Chapter of the Sons of the
American Revolution will be in attendance as well as the
Colonel Henry Knox Regimental Honor Guard.

Quabbin Park Cemetery Volunteers

We are looking for volunteers to help with memorial stone cleaning and repair under the guidance of
President Gene Theroux. Training and materials will be provided. Hours are flexible.
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Maple Sugaring

Continued from page 1

reached 250°F. At this point, it was removed from the fire and
stirred vigorously as the sugar crystals formed as it cooled and
thickened. The maple sugar would then be quickly poured and
scraped into molds and allowed to harden. It takes one gallon
of maple syrup (~ 11 pounds) to make eight pounds of maple
sugar. These blocks were easy to transport to market and
(wrapped in wax paper) had a very long shelf life. It was not
until the familiar screw-top tin cans were developed in the
1880s that there was a practical way to sell maple syrup in
towns and cities. Households would typically keep a small
amount of syrup for home use on griddle cakes and corn-
bread. The rest of the season’s production was stored in the
pantry or cellar as soft or hard sugar.

The U.S. Agricultural Censuses of 1850, 1860, 1870, and 1880
meticulously documented all the farm products produced in
each town (Table 1). These statistics show that very little maple
sugar or syrup was made in the Quabbin towns for sale as a
farm product. But as noted earlier, farmers likely made maple
products, that were not reported in the census, for their own
consumption and for barter in the local community. By con-
trast, Worthington, in the Berkshire Highlands of western
Hampshire County, produced a bumper crop. It would have
required about 30,000 taps to produce the amount of maple
syrup and sugar reported in 1880.

Table 1. Agricultural Census data (1850~1880) pertaining to maple products for
the Quabbin towns and, for comparison, Worthington, Massachusetts.

What are some of the possible reasons for the enormous dif-
ference in maple syrup production across Hampshire County?
The stage is set by the substantial elevation difference between
the Swift River valley towns (~ 500 feet above MSL) and
Worthington (averaging ~ 1,400 feet, up to a maximum of
2,033’). In consequence, the dominant forest type in the
Quabbin watershed (Transition Hardwoods) has some sugar
and red maple, but the oaks, white pine, and Eastern hemlock
are much more abundant. In the cooler, moister environs of
Worthington, the Northern Hardwoods (sugar maple, American
beech, and yellow birch) are the dominant forest type (with
white pine on sandy sites and hemlock in stream valleys). This
provided excellent opportunities for maple syrup and sugar
production. The more fertile soils of the Quabbin towns also
meant there were opportunities for other farm products that
scarcely existed on the steeper, rocky slopes and shallow,
stony soils of Worthington. Nevertheless, the large roadside
sugar maples in the Quabbin towns evince deliberate efforts to

transplant and nurture trees sufficient to meet the household
needs of thrifty Yankees.

How much might 19th century residents have made for their
own use? If, for example, we assume that a typical farm might
have 50 trees that could be tapped, we can estimate how
much maple sugar might have been made. In a typical season
each tap may produce the equivalent of one to two quarts of
finished syrup, so in an average year, a 50-tree “sugarbush”
might yield 13 to 25 gallons. The sugar content in maple sap
is typically 2 to 2.5%. This means that to make 25 gallons of
syrup, 1,000 to 1,250 gallons of sap would need to be collected
and boiled.

In the early-1800s, large iron kettles suspended over an open
fire were used to boil the sap. If there were two kettles, you
might expect to boil off three to four gallons of water per hour.
Hence, a two-kettle operation would be capable of making
about one gallon of finished maple syrup in a 10-hour day.
Once they made a batch of syrup, it would take them several
more hours (in the farm Kitchen) to filter and boil the syrup
down to maple sugar.

Around 1850, sheet metal pans, typically two feet wide by
three or four feet long, replaced cast iron kettles. In some
cases, four or five pans were grouped together on a stone or
brick arch with a short chimney at the far end. A roaring fire
was kept burning on the hearth under the front of the arch.
These flat pan evaporators had much greater surface area and
water evaporation rate. The sap was ladled through the series
of pans—raw sap in the first pan near the chim-
ney, progressing to nearly finished syrup in the
last pan over the hearth—to speed up the process.

It is likely, however, that the Quabbin area farm-
ers, still used the older kettle method in the 1800s
and produced about 5 to 10 gallons of syrup dur-
ing the three- to five-week season. Some might
have invested in building a flat pan evaporator
(e.g., the producers of maple products in Dana in
the 1870s). Wherever it was made, maple sugar
production was, as John Burroughs put it, “the
sweet goodbye of winter.”

Boiling sap and making maple syrup in cast iron kettles at
Old Sturbridge Village, Sturbridge, Massachusetts.
—Photo credit: Anne Ely
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Clearing the Valley

by Maria Beiter-Tucker

In 1927 the Swift River Valley was home to four towns
and over 2000 people. Twelve years later the Quabbin
Reservoir began to fill with water. How was the valley
transformed? (ed. Note: Maria will be expanding on
this topic at the Annual Meeting, April 12th. See the
announcement on page 10.

Many people are familiar with the general story of
how the Quabbin Valley towns were cleared and the
Quabbin Reservoir was built.

When I began working at the Quabbin Visitor Center in 2005,
I encountered many people who had some familiarity with the
story of the how the Quabbin Valley was cleared to build the
Quabbin Reservoir. As time went on, I discovered that the
details that most people had heard were only a very small part
of the story.

View looking north from the Chandler Mansion ¢.1938

Removing a house

The clearing of the towns and villages in the Quabbin Valley
was a complex process that lasted over 10 years. It involved
surveying real estate, mapping cemeteries, redirecting rivers,
removing over 1,000 structures and ultimately building two
large earthen structures across the southern part of the Valley.

[ created this presentation because I found the process of
the Quabbin project fascinating. The meticulousness of the
engineers and the records they kept provide a picture of the
slow dismantling and death of these communities that now
lie in the forest around and under the water of the Quabbin
Reservoir.

Dry riverbed of Swift River ¢.1935

Baffle Dam under construction c¢.1938

My hope is that after viewing this presentation, the audience
heads out with a deeper understanding and appreciation of the
events that lead to the creation of the largest water supply in
Massachusetts and the impact humans had on the environ-
ment here at Quabbin Reservoir.

TE'

Annual Board Election

The annual election of Board members is underway. You have received a ballot that has those up for
election. There are 4 continuing members and 2 new ones. The election is for all members of the
Friends of Quabbin, regardless of location. One vote per family for family memberships.
Please choose your candidates and return the stamped postcard.
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Keystone Bridge Update
by Paul Godfrey

Work is proceeding on finalizing arrangements
for opening Keystone Bridge. Currently a fence is
being installed that will prevent bridge passage
but not viewing. Hopefully, it will be more attrac-
tive than Jersey barriers. Once the fence is up, the
barriers around the parking area will be removed.
And then, a formal opening ceremony is planned.
No date has been set as yet. Work is ongoing for
a kiosk that will be placed somewhere near the
entrance and will have some history of the bridge
and its original constructor, Adolphus Porter, and
a list of major donors who saved the bridge. We
will keep you posted on the date and details.

Charles E Porter House, New Salem, MA, December 7, 1933

A little more information has been discovered about Adolphus
Porter, the bridge’s builder. There is a picture of his son’s
(Charles Ferdinand Porter) house in the DCR digital collection
of houses in 1933. It seems probable that this was also the
house of Adolphus Porter (Charles’ father in the last half of the
1800s. There is even a hint that Charles helped his father with
the bridge.

A property map for the New Salem area shows his property
(gray) with the bridge in the lower right. If you drive by that
area, you will be struck by the fact that most of Porter’s prop-
erty is wetland. That can be seen better on a Google Earth
satellite photo of the area. The Daniel Shays highway (Rte 202)
runs across the picture with Rte 122 coming in on the lower
right. The bridge is a little to the right of the intersection of the
two routes at the end of the wetland. That’s a curious fact
because that wetland probably saved the bridge many times in
the past from floods caused by storms and hurricanes, particu-
larly the hurricane of 1938 by absorbing the sudden spate and
releasing it slowly. Nevertheless, minor damage to the west
upstream spandrel and the roadway may have happened then.
They were both fixed at an unknown time later.

Location of
Charles Porter
Property and the
Keystone Bridge

Keystone

Bridge\

Adolphus Porter
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THE KEYSTONE BRIDGE
by Anne Ely

The Keystone Bridge; it began a long time ago;

Some things are lost in history, but some things we know.
It goes back to eighteen hundred and sixty-six;

There was a river to cross and a bridge was the fix

And so the town of New Salem, Mass hired someone
Named Adolphus Porter, who would be helped by his son.
Using stone they would build a bridge, that was the plan;
To hold up under daily use would take a strong span.
There would be no mortar to hold it together,

It must be done right to withstand New England weather.
Hard work it was, how much help he had no one knows;
They were not experts, as close examination shows,

But they did their job; the bridge continued to stand

For many more years than anyone then could have planned.

Now the years took their toll, its age began to show;

There is evidence of a repair done some years ago.

‘Twas not built to withstand the traffic of today,

So became a footbridge carrying folks on their way.

The years have passed, all one hundred and fifty-nine,

Real repairs are needed, we are running out of time.

Where to begin; Friends of Quabbin took on the task;
Something needed to be done so that the bridge would last.
Now who today knows how to fix that kind of bridge?

It will take the knowledge of stone as well as courage.

A big job it will be and not an easy one

There are no blueprints to follow to show what’s been done.
If we move this stone, will it cause a shift to all?

It’s a hard-hat job, safety first in case stones fall.

There are no oxen or horses this time around,

Dump trucks and excavators move rocks across the ground.
They can’t do everything, however, it will take

A lot of hands-on man-hours to fix such a break.

Some stones are large and can be quite tricky to move,

Yet moved they must be for stability to improve.

Day by day the work goes on, hoping to preserve

This hidden gem which time forgot that was built to serve.
Human hands working side by side with big steel;

They’ll work well together for this job is a big deal.

Each large stone gets a bolt with a ring attached, then
Moved by equipment, it’s guided into place by men.

This slow, painstaking work will continue until

Support is established and all holes new stones will fill.

Six weeks have gone by and the last stone is in its place;
Row upon row they rise, of the damage there’s no trace.
There are just a few minor things that are needed;

Before a freeze the ground must be leveled and seeded.
Finally, it’s done and they’ve finished everything.

Winter’s come, but the bridge will be standing come spring.
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New Catalog of Items for Sale at the Visitor Centet!

The catalog of items for sale at the Visitor Center
has been updated. Contained in 30 pages of pictures,
descriptions, and prices are items that include photo
books, Quabbin history, historic novels, booRs for
children and teens, cookbooks, natural history, maps,
calendars (historic and natural history). posters, and postcards.
The catalog can be viewed and downloaded from the Friends of Quabbin website
(friendsofquabbin.org) or. if you don’t have a computer connection, request a copy
by mail at Friends of Quabbin, Quabbin Administration Building, 485 Ware Road,

Belchertown, MA 01007 and enclose S2.00 for mailing.

History Books

B.V. Brooks’ Pre-Quabbin Art,
Photos & Postcards
by J.R. Greene

Burt V. Brooks
(1849-1934)
was a longtime
resident of
Greenwich, MA,
one of the four

A Sampling...

Photo BooRs

Secret Lives of the
Quabbin Watershed
by Dale Monette

In Secret Lives of the
Quabbin Watershed, you
will find inspiring pictures

of landscapes, loons, moose, bald eagles, bobcats, beavers,
bears, and so many more. For Dale, life has taught him that
special moments are often linked to patience, paying attention
to sensory detail, taking a breath, and allowing life to unfold
before him. That’s how the mesmerizing photographs in this
book came to be. $29.95

Voyagers, Visitors,
and Home
by Dale Monette

Photographs of nature
are transformative—they
provide a window into
the natural world missing
from many people’s lives.

They create a connection

that, in many cases, has all but faded. Viewing photographs
does not replace intimacy with nature, but it enhances and aids
in creating a connection while deepening an understanding of
the world we share with other forms of life.

When images are produced with the technical skill and artistic
abilities of someone like Dale Monette, they become not only
a thing of beauty but powerful tools for conservation. Spend
some time looking through each window that Dale provides
into the forms and functions of the creatures around us, their
world, and their lives. $29.95

towns destroyed
to create the
Quabbin Reservoir water supply. He pro-
duced many paintings, photographs, and
postcards known to the author. Ninety of these in all three
forms are illustrated in this book. They depict the early 20th
century rural lifestyle of the doomed valley, and document
Brooks’ sensitivity to the world around him. $15.95

From Valley to Quabbin
1938-1946
by J.R. Greene

Historian J.R. Greene tells the story of
the last months of human habitation in
the Swift River Valley.

The winding up of local institutions,
destruction of the valley, and its
subsequent flooding for the Quabbin
Reservoir are also described, including
the use of the reservoir for bombing and artillery practice
during World War II. Using quotes from contemporary news
accounts, interviews with people who were there at the time,
and rare illustrations, the author tells the sad story of the last
people to leave that doomed valley, and how they felt about
losing their homes. $15.95

The Lost Towns of the Quabbin Valley
by Elizabeth Peirce

The Quabbin Reservoir, in central Massachusetts, was created
in 1938 to supply the state’s growing population with a source
of drinking water. More than two thousand people were
displaced when the Quabbin Valley was flooded. Three
branches of the Swift River were dammed, and five towns—
Dana, Enfield, Greenwich, Prescott, and parts of New Salem—
were covered with water. The Lost Towns of the Quabbin Valley
highlights the life and times of these towns from 1754 to 1938,
when the inhabitants were told, “All Must Leave.”
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The architectural
landscape of the
Quabbin Valley at
one time included
the churches, ceme-
teries, schoolhouses,
post offices, homes,
and businesses that

made the thriving

communities. The

Lost Towns of the Quabbin Valley presents
rare photographs of town life,including
images of students at the first Hillside
School and Dr. Mary Walker, a
Congressional Medal of Honor recipient
and Greenwich summer resident. The
images are drawn from the archives of
the Swift River Valley Historical Society.
Although the towns are gone, their
stories are alive and well. $23.35

Quabbin: Rhymes
and Ramblings
by Anne E. Ely

Anne Ely is a lifelong
resident of western
Massachusetts, living
about 10 miles from
Quabbin Reservoir.
Born just after the
completion of the reservoir, she never
knew the 4 towns that were lost because
of its building, except through parents
and older siblings who lived in the town
of Enfield. Quabbin: Rhymes and
Ramblings is a little book of poems and
essays. Written over the years, it’s based
on the author’s thoughts of, and feelings
for, the beautiful place known as the
Quabbin; touching on both its past and
present. Some of the writings are accom-
panied by the author’s photos which
were the inspiration for them. $8.00

Before the Flood
by Elizabeth Rosenburg

Meticulously researched, Before the Flood
reveals the incredible history of the
Swift River Valley and the origins of the
Quabbin Reservoir. Rosenberg dives into
the socioeconomic and psychological
aspects of the Swift River Valley’s
destruction from when the edict was
signed into law in the late 1920s to
supply drinking water for the growing

population of metropolitan Boston,
through the Great Depression, and up
until the advent of World War 11, when
the last vestiges of the towns were
destroyed, and the water began to rise.

The story of the
drowned towns of
the valley and of the
Quabbin is as much
a human story as it
is the story of water
and landscape.
Before the Flood
reveals the voices
and humanity of the
key players, from the engineers to the
townspeople, and it is a moving testa-
ment to the four flooded towns that were
washed away forever. $27.95

Historic Novels &
BooRs for Children

Letting Swift River Go
by Jane Yolen, illustrated by
Barbara Cooney

A touching
story told
through a little
girl’s eyes of
the juxtaposi-
tion of the
idyllic life, part
childhood, part
pastoral of the
Swift River Valley; the brutal scarring of
those memories during construction and
the later adult attempt to see the present
beauty while reminded of the past by the
still visible signs. There is the attempt to
let those memories go, but the unstated
message is that those who lived them
can never do that and must also regret
their loss to future generations.

The reviews of this “children’s book”
(for any good children’s book is even
more meaningful to adults) are glowing.
For example, from the School Library
Journal: “This is a poignantly told story
that has the immediacy of an oral history.
Yolen relates the events in sparkling
prose that is tender in tone. Cooney’s
exquisite soft-tone impressionistic land-
scapes have an ethereal quality....This is
a book for generations of readers to have
and to hold.” $5.35

Calendars

Postcards
& CDs

CooRbooks, Guide BooRs,
Maps and more...
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Quabbin Interpretive
Services Report
Spring 2026

by Maria Beiter-Tucker

2026 has started out as a real winter with approximately two
feet of snow and a frozen reservoir for the first time in several
years. Although it makes for some tough days ultimately it
should have a positive affect on the reservoir elevation. As of
March 9, 2026 the reservoir is at 519.72 feet or 81.2% . Full
capacity is 530 feet.

Once again, the Quabbin Visitor Center offered our series of
presentations on a variety of topics, both historical and natural
history, that related to the Quabbin Reservoir. Some of the
topics were the geography of Quabbin, Black Bears, and the
stabilization of the New Salem Stone Arch Bridge. All of our
presentations were recorded and are available to watch on the
Mass DCR YouTube channel here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v = jASSIDtOKBI&list = PL2y
N9X7t6shr1ASUNCA2B8GKOEHa7sDWH

We are in the process of planning our spring and summer
program schedule that will include hikes and tours exploring
both Quabbin Reservoir and the Ware River Watershed. If you
would like to be added to our mailing list please contact us at
QuabinVisitor.Center@mass.gov

A full listing of the programs we plan for spring.will

become available on the DCR Quabbin website here:
https://www.mass.gov/locations/quabbin-reservoir/events

or email QuabbinVisitor.Center@mass.gov. A reminder that
all programs are free and all ages are welcome. We do require
registration; outdoor programs are limited to 25 people. Please
dress appropriately for the weather and bring water. Dogs are
not allowed anywhere at the Quabbin Reservoir.

When We Walked
to the Quabbin

by Scott L. Barton

A hardcover book to inspire the interests of
young children in the Quabbin

This is a picture book of rhyming couplets for young
readers, perhaps best read aloud, which describes
walks the author and his wife took from Gate 11
down to the Quabbin in March, 2013. The story is a
discovery tale, wondering about stone walls and the
people who built them years ago, animal tracks in
the snow, moose poop, and seeing a moose; and it
portrays the ever-growing size of the streams in their
spring melt until the sight of open water appears,
whose purpose as a drinking water reservoir for
Boston and surrounding towns is then told. The story
ends with an ode to the refreshing nature of a walk
in the woods, “when you drink it all in on a late
winter’s day.” The author is a resident of Pelham.
$12.00 at the Les & Terry Campbell Visitor Center.

Annual Meeting—Sunday, April 12, 2026

Fellowship hall at the Belchertown United Church of Christ (BUCC), Park Street, Belchertown, MA - in the center of town on
the road running parallel to Rte 202 and across from the town common gazebo and in the shadow of the water tower.
The meeting is in the basement of the southernmost building in the BUCC complex.

Time: 12:30-3:30 p.m.
Social time with light refreshments: 12:30-1:30 p.m., Business Meeting at 1:30-2:00 p.m.,
and Program: 2:00-3:30 p.m.

Prior to the program, there will be a continuously running show of photos from the Quabbin by notable Quabbin
photographers. The Program will be a presentation by Maria Beiter-Tucker, Dept. of Conservation and Recreation
Visitor Center Interpretive Services Supervisor titled: Clearing the Valley
In 1927 the Swift River Valley was home to four towns and over 2000 people. Twelve years later the Quabbin Reservoir

began to fill with water. How was the valley transformed? This presentation will focus on the process of clearing
and the history of some of the families and individuals affected.
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Meetings & Events

Services

Annual Memorial Day Commemoration

Sunday, May 24, 10 a.m~-12 p.m Quabbin Park Cemetery

Refreshments will be served for the first hour at the Quabbin Park Cemetery
Building, then the March Step-off commences at 11 a.m., followed by Services at
the Town Monuments. The event is co-sponsored by the Friends of Quabbin, the
Belchertown Veterans Council and the Mass Department of Conservation and
Recreation, and features the Belchertown Community Band. A special focus of the
ceremony will be the upcoming 250th anniversary of the Revolutionary War.

Tuesday Tea

Tuesday Teas are held at the Les & Terry Campbell Quabbin
Visitor Center on the first Tuesday of each month at 1:00 p.m.
All are welcome, membership in the Friends of Quabbin not
required. Come share a couple hours with us.

Pioneer Valley Photographic Artists

The PVPA meets at 7:00 p.m. on the last Thursday of the
month via Zoom and in person at: Belchertown Recreation
Center, 66 State Street Belchertown, MA 01007.

DATE THEME

April 24 Silhouette

Quabbin Photo Group

Meetings are held at the Belchertown Recreation Department,
66 State Street (Route 202). The building is located behind the
police station.

Zoom Link for the Meeting: For QPG members who are unable
to join the meeting in person, Zoom will be available.
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83173948641?pwd = VKQyyj8AfEc
KrpQVOsFZP4XWZx]7UN. 1

Meeting ID: 831 7394 8641 — Passcode: 826210

Future meeting dates: Meeting dates with * have been

moved due to holidays: April 27, May 18% June 22, July 27,
August 24

Les & Terry Campbell Visitor Center
Spring 2026 Presentation Schedule

Sunday, March 29, 2026, 11a.m.-1p.m.

Rutland Prison Camp

Easy, uneven ground

DCR gate at intersection of Intervale Road and

Charnock Hill Road, Rutland, MA

Fresh air, three home-cooked meals a day, comfortable sleep-

ing quarters and a private hospital—sounds like a delightful
retreat for a prison? Indeed, it was! Join DCR staff as we
explore the remains of this surprisingly successful social
experiment. Ticks may be active so protection is advised.
Due to winter road conditions the camp will be inaccessible
by vehicle, so the hike will meet at the gate at Intervale Road
and walk the 0.5 miles into the camp. Parking is limited.
The roundtrip from the gate to the camp and back will add
approximately 1 mile over easy footing to the regular camp
hike making the entire hike approximately 2 miles,

Thursday, April 2, 2026, 11:00a.m.-12:30p.m.
Wetlands Walk

Easy, 1.5 miles

Meets at the Goodnough Dike Parking lot

This Habitat Hike will visit 2 different types of wetlands. It will
begin at the parking area for Goodnough Dike in Quabbin Park
and walk the Dike Road down to the wetlands’ location and
back, covering approximately 1.5 miles round trip. Please
dress appropriately for the weather and be prepared for
wet/muddy conditions (wear appropriate footwear). Dogs are
not allowed anywhere at Quabbin.

Saturday, April 11, 2026, 11a.m.-1p.m.
Exploring Quabbin Park via the Tower Trail
and Webster Road Trail

Intermediate, 3.1 miles

Meets at the Quabbin Reservoir, Middle Gate entrance,

Rt. 9, Belchertown, MA 01072

The hike will begin at the Tower Trail parking area which is
located just inside the Middle Gate off Rt. 9 in Belchertown.

We will hike up to the Observation Tower and take in the scenic
view. The tower is currently closed indefinitely for repairs, so we
won’t be able to go inside. We’ll then utilize a connector trail
down to Webster Road, and then loop back to where we began.
In total, the hike will cover 3.1 miles. The trail to the tower
gains 475 feet of elevation. Please dress appropriately for the
weather and bring water. Dogs are not allowed.




12 | The Friends of Quabbin Newsletter | Spring 2026

Friends of Quabbin 2026
Officers and Board of Directors

Gene H. Theroux
President and Clerk
20 Bugbee Road
Southwick, MA 01077
413-627-3475

Mark Lindhult
Vice President
Belchertown, MA 01007

Paul Godfrey
Treasurer

47 Harkness Road
Pelham, MA 01002
413-253-5686
godfrey@umass.edu

J.R. Greene
Chairman
Athol, MA 01331

Directors

Ed Comeau
Belchertown, MA 01007

Anne Ely
South Hadley, MA 01075

Ann Hurlburt
Chicopee, MA 01021

Kevin Kopchynski
Monson, MA 01057

Rob Lewis
Belchertown, MA 01007

Joseph Prior
Monson, MA 01057

Two positions on the
Board are vacant.
Anyone interested
should contact the
President or Treasurer.

In light of recent violence toward civil servants and volunteers, the Board felt it necessary to not reveal
contact information unnecessarily. Any Board member may be contacted by writing to that person and
addressing the letter to them at Friends of Quabbin, 485 Ware Road, Belchertown, MA 01007. Letters
will be forwarded. Similarly, you may call or email the President or Treasurer to get connected to the

Board member.

Call for Member Submissions

This is your newsletter. We invite members to
submit stories, articles, or reminiscences about
the human or natural history of the Swift River
Valley and Quabbin Reservoir.

Please send e-mail to Paul Godfrey at
godfrey@umass.edu, or mail items to:
The Friends of Quabbin

485 Ware Road, Belchertown, MA 01007

Quabbin Voices
is the periodic
newsletter

of the Friends
of Quabbin, Inc.

Quabbin Voices

The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter
do not necessarily reflect the views of Friends of
Quabbin, Inc.

Editor: Paul Godfrey
Regular Contributors:
Maria Beiter-Tucker, Visitor Center Manager
Gene Theroux, Friends of Quabbin President
Design and Production: Eileen Klockars
[llustrations: Southwoods, Inc. and Russ Buzzell
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